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FOR STUDENT AMBASSADOR AND GENERAL ATTENDEE  

FOR STUDENTS NOT INVOLVED 
IN A FOCUS CAMPUS AND

 GENERAL ATTENDEE
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SEEK is a 5-day event where people gather to ask the big questions about 
life, love and how to discover true happiness.

GIVE OTHERS THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT 
YOUR WALK WITH THE LORD!
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STUDENT AMBASSADOR

RESOURCES 

FOR STUDENTS NOT 
INVOLVED IN 

A FOCUS CAMPUS
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1. Everyone is hesitant when they begin fundraising.

2. Students who follow the suggested guidelines often receive more funds than they need.

3. Students are almost always surprised to see how enthusiastic their friends, family and 
others are to support them in their spiritual growth and ministry.

4. Even when the total costs aren’t covered by fundraising, it’s a significant step towards 
covering the cost of attending conference.

BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
Fundraising isn’t a matter of learning salesmanship; it is a matter of conscience. The goal 
of reading these scripture passages is to develop biblical attitudes and convictions toward 
fundraising. Meditate on the following verses, jotting down observations as you go:

Luke 11:9 – 13 1 
Corinthians 9: 7 – 14

2 Corinthians 8: 6 – 15 
Acts 2:44 – 45

Mark 12:41 – 44
 Matthew – 21:22

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS SCRIPTURALLY AND LOGICALLY:

What does Scripture say about asking for support?

How can asking for support help me grow in faith?

How can asking someone to support me help them?

How should I handle asking individuals to support me who may not be financially well-off?

TACKLING FUNDRAISING

PART 1 STUDENT AMBASSADOR RESOURCES 

LOOK HERE
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1. Create a Fundraising Goal
Example:
Registration: $499 ($599, after Oct 30th)
Travel: $330
Food: $81
Total: $750 — fundraising goal

2. Make a list of 30–40 people to contact
 a. Family members, friends, priests, people from your home parish, etc.
 b. Think of people whom you admire or who have invested in you in the past.

3. Appeal Letters
  a. Supplies:
   • One letter signed and personally postscripted 
   (see included letter samples and templates)
   • One small return envelope with stamp and address label:
     Your Name
     Your Address
     City, State Zip
   • Larger envelope which you address to the potential sponsor
   • Stamps
  
   NOTE: Checks must be made out to “YOU.” They cannot have FOCUS  
   on the check. Because the check has your name on it (i.e. it is a gift to  
   an individual), it will not be tax deductable.

4. Send out your finished appeal letters

5. Follow-up (this will drastically increase gifts sent back!)
 a. Call everyone to whom you sent a letter within 1–2 weeks after sending the letter.
 b. See the included phone script as a guide for these calls.
 c. Follow up each call with a thank you note.

6. Tracking
 a. Keep track of everyone who supports you so you can send them a Thank You.
 b. If you receive more than you need, consider sponsoring another student to attend- 
 share the generosity with someone else in need.

6. Thank You Note
 a. Send thank you notes promptly (1–2 days) after someone agrees to sponsor your trip  
 to SEEK2019 (see sample thank you on the next page).

7. After Conference
 a. Consider sending out a letter (can be typed) about your time at conference to   
 everyone who supported you. Share a short story about your experience.
 b. Thank them again for their generosity and let them know you prayed for them.

HOW TO FUNDRAISE FOR SEEK2019

PART 1 STUDENT AMBASSADOR RESOURCES 

LOOK HERE
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PART 1 STUDENT AMBASSADOR RESOURCES 

SAMPLE PHONE CONVERSATION
(calling greatly increases the response rate!)

“Hi Aunt Betty, this is __________. How are you doing? (Only allow a short amount of time for
small talk – then quickly get to the point.) “I am glad you are doing well. I was wondering if you
received my letter this week?...You have? GREAT! I am really excited about this opportunity and
am calling to see if you would support me on my trip to SEEK2019.”

 If YES (I would like to give):
 (Ask Aunt Betty): “My goal is to raise $XXX, and I’m keeping a record of the gifts I receive.
 Do you have an amount in mind today? …Thank You! You can make the check payable to 
 me and return it in the envelope I enclosed with the letter.”

 If NO (I am unable to give):
 (Respond warmly and don’t end the conversation abruptly): “Aunt Betty, I appreciate your
 time and I… look forward to seeing you at our family reunion this summer.”

**Don’t forget to send a thank you note within 24–48 hours of receiving a “yes” on the phone!**

EXAMPLES

Dear (Name),

Thank you for helping fund my trip
to SEEK2019! Your prayers and
generosity are greatly appreciated. You
gift will allow me to have a chance to
grow deeper in my love for Christ and
His Church and learn how to share my
faith with others.
Please join me in praying for my trip to
this conference. Your prayers are most
appreciated. Thank you again for your
generous support.

Sincerely in Christ,
John Student

SAMPLE THANK YOU NOTE
(Handwrite on a card)

LOOK HERE
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           Monday, August 29, 2019
Handwrite – “Dear so and so”

As you may know, I am currently attending [____School____] in [___Location___]. God has 
blessed my time here, making my college experience positive and truly enjoyable. While at 
[____School____], I have come in contact with an organization on campus called FOCUS, the 
Fellowship of Catholic University Students. FOCUS works to help college students like myself 
grow in their faith life and develop leadership skills to be more effective in transforming our 
culture and society for Jesus Christ.

This January, I have a special opportunity to attend SEEK2019, a Catholic conference in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, which is presented by FOCUS. This five-day event features some of the 
best Catholic speakers in the nation, and it is designed to help college students like me who are 
seeking God’s will in our lives. 

SEEK2019 will provide me with so many opportunities:
 
 •To grow in my love for Jesus and the Catholic Church
 •To spend time with many bishops, priests, religious and thousands of other college  
 students from around the country
 •To hear from prominent Catholic speakers as they discuss issues pertinent to
  us college students
 •To learn how to live my Catholic faith in my future career
 •To learn practical ways to engage my fellow [college students/young adults (pick one)]

I am very excited about SEEK2019. To attend, I need [$839] total (which includes my conference 
registration, hotel, food and transportation to and from Indianapolis). I hope you are able to 
make a donation that will help me get to this event. Any contribution you are able to give toward 
this cause is greatly appreciated. I am praying that 15 people will assist me with a gift between 
$50 and $100.

Please send your gift back to me using the envelope provided. Make checks payable to [Your 
Name], making sure to not put FOCUS anywhere on the check. I will be in contact with you soon 
to answer any questions! Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely in Christ,

Handwrite Name

Enclosed:
Stamped Envelope
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WHY SHOULD I FIND PARTNERS TO SEND ME TO SEEK2019?

SEEK2019 has the potential to transform not only you as a missionary 
disciple of Jesus Christ, but also your parish into a beacon of hope and place 
of encounter with Christ’s grace.
 
Parishioners have found that partnerships work the best in getting them to 
conference, regardless of financial obstacles.

1. The appeal

2. Follow up after SEEK2019

To whom can you reach out?

• Your parish

• Your pastor

• Pastoral or finance councils

• Knights of Columbus

• Young adult minister

• (Arch)diocese evangelization/young adult department

• Send thank you notes to all who donated.

• Meet with the pastor/diocese leader to share what you learned.

• Meet with staff and key parishioners to share the material        

from SEEK2019.

You can ask them for full or partial funds (these gifts will not be tax-deductible). 
Remember, the effects of this conference will extend far beyond you; you will 
be an instrument of transformation in your parish! Pastors and church leaders 
will be happy to make this strategic investment.

Use the attached letter as a model of one you can send to your pastor, 
and follow up with a meeting where you can share the vision of 
missionary disciples and the goals of SEEK2019.

PART 2 GENERAL ATTENDEE RESOURCES 

GENERAL ATTENDEE OVERVIEW

STEPS:
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To: 

From: 

Subject: Attending SEEK2019 

Dear (insert pastor’s or other church leader’s name),

I’m writing to you to share with you my interest in attending SEEK2019, a leadership conference 
presented by FOCUS, from January 3 – 7 in Indianapolis. SEEK2019 is the biennial gathering 
of  leaders in the Church, including priests and religious, FOCUS missionaries and students, 
parishioners and leading Catholic speakers.

Here are the reasons I’d like to attend and the ways our parish could benefit:

 •   I’ll learn from the experts. SEEK2019 sessions are taught by the best leaders in the   
 Church. I can attend sessions directly related to my calling as it relates to the parish.

 •   I’ll become a better communicator and leader. I’ll be exposed to new ways of thinking  
 and talking about evangelization. More importantly, I’ll be able to practice teaching those   
 skills and concepts to others.

 •   I’ll learn more about evangelization.  At SEEK2019, we’ll be exploring ideas around how  
 to change the world and the role that individuals and the parish can play in that change. 

 •   I’ll learn from my colleagues. SEEK2019 attendees come from all over the country. 
 I’ll be able to exchange ideas and brainstorm with other church leaders some solutions to   
 the challenges we face in our parish.

I believe SEEK2019 is a worthy investment. It’s the one conference where I can learn about and be 
encouraged in evangelization, learn new skills and how to teach them to others, and receive the 
vision of evangelization that can help bring the life-changing truth of the Gospel to those in our 
community, especially those who need to hear it the most. 

 
You can learn more about SEEK2019 at SEEK2019.com.

I look forward to speaking with you more about this soon, especially my specific financial need. 

In Christ, 

(Your Name)

SAMPLE PARTNERSHIP LETTER

PART 2 GENERAL ATTENDEE RESOURCES 
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Since SEEK2019 is designed to empower you to be a dynamic 
missionary disciple of Christ — and in light of the support you have 
received or will receive from your parish or diocese — there are a few 
ideas SEEK attendees have been able to put together to help carry 
the message and method of SEEK into the parish. In partnership with 
the pastor and/or church personnel who generously sponsored your 
conference, consider these ways to give back to the parish:

• Give a workshop on evangelization for parishioners                 
with the pastor

• Start a small-group Bible study
• Start mentoring 2 – 3 people with a vision of spiritual 

multiplication

ONGOING PARTNERSHIP

LOOK HERE

PART 2 GENERAL ATENDEE RESOURCES 
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ENCOUNTER

SOMETHING

MORE


